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Großes Entwerfen  253.C74  10 ECTS 
WS 18/19  Einführung DO 04.10.2018  Panigl EG
13:00 – 15:00  Korrekturen jeweils donnerstags
Panigl EG  13:00 – 15:00  Gruppenarbeit 
Entwerfen wird auf Englisch abgehalten

+ Exkursion  Bauplatzbesichtigung und Recherche 
2.0 ECTS  252.593  15. – 21.10.2018  Flüge 
& Unterkunft individuell zu organisieren

Leisure and 
Architectures of 
Performance – An 
Exploration in Paris

The site chosen is a circle located North East of 
Paris on the right river Bank, and is called “la place 
de la Nation”, a very European like condition.  Previ-
ously a portrait of Parisian mass tourism pleasures, 
called the “palace of carousels”, but ironically as 
well widely known for having the most active guillo-
tines during the French Revolution, Nation plaza cur-
rently ends up being a place dedicated to cars and a 
few trees. The site is meant to have a new destiny. 

The society is nurtured by economic realities that 
incline it to become a machine to produce leisure, 
entertainment, easiness. This process has direct 
consequences on Architecture. We will dedicate the 
studio to record and to transform them as design 
tools to reshape architecture and life. We will explore 
the new conditions of Architectural performance in 
Parisian condition. 
The purpose of the studio is to explore and experi-
ment with the proprerties of entertainment through 
large scale building and their presence in the urban 
landscape of Paris and will attempt to recover Paris-
ian’s experience in a cultural, didactic and playful 
dimension.

This ambiguity of scale positions the project as 
much in the architectural realm with its necessary 
formal expression as in the urban dimension with its 
infrastructural needs, thus exploring both the exten-
sive (geometrical) and intensive (transformative) 
nature of the inhabited built environment. 

Through these explorations of scale, the projects will 
aim at going beyond the usual typologies of bigness 
and their predefined structures.
It is becoming increasingly important for architects 
to act on two fronts: to produce architecture in its 
traditional sense, while also make oneself independ-
ent of production to try to understand, at the most 
basic level, what is happening in the world and how 
certain phenomena affect the architecture and how 
architecture might in turn affect the world.  The many 
complex problems of the world are also those of the 
future, demanding new fields of thought and break-
ing down old silos of knowledge. This will require 
going beyond traditional methods of architecture. 
Increasingly these questions involve many different 
external perspectives, from those of artists, urban 
planners, architects, sociologists and scientists, all 
the while enriching our thinking and understanding. 
The course will find harmony between training in the 
academy and the requirements of the profession, 
between theory and practice, and how these, as one, 
might map onto and engage the world.

A research-based exploration and observation in 
Paris will drive us to specific discussions around 
what Paris was, is and could be.


